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Step by step instructions
Always use protective gear while handling Classic Etch Acid Stain.  Use goggles to protect eyes, a respirator to prevent the breathing of fumes, rubber gloves and long sleeves or a painters suit, etc.
Always perform a test area before beginning the actual project.  Apply the actual stain to the work area exactly as the test area was performed.  Sealers, hardeners and curing agents will affect the outcome of acid staining.  Each pour of concrete will be different from another.  

· Cover all surfaces that are not to be stained with plastic.  Plan for stain runoff when rinsing the residue.  Do not let the residue runoff get on surfaces other than the area that is being rinsed.

· Remove any visible glue from tape, gum, caulk, paint or other materials that are on the surface of the concrete.  In many cases there will be unseen foreign materials on the surface of the concrete that will not appear until the sealer or finish coats are applied and have cured.  These spots are referred to as character spots.  This is what makes stained concrete unique and unlike any other flooring.  
· Wash concrete with Kemistain KS-56 Pre-Wash agent or a trisodium phosphate and water mixture.  Let the concrete dry completely before applying Classic Etch.

· Apply Classic Etch with a garden sprayer in a random pattern starting in a corner and working out at a 45° angle to the corner.  For a more even coat a soft 8” broom may be used to even out puddles and light spots.  Control drips by not allowing them to set for more than a few seconds before spraying them with more stain or diluting them with water.  
· Allow the first coat of stain to dry.  Test to see if the first coat of stain is the depth of color desired by using a wet sponge to wipe a small area.  While this area is wet notice the color achieved.  If this is as dark or rich as wanted then no other coats will be needed.  If the sponge test leaves more color or depth desired then apply another coat.  Repeat this step until the desired results are achieved.  Note that when the stain is dry it does not reflect the final finish that will be acquired when a finish coat is applied.

· After the final stain is applied it is time to rinse and neutralize the stain and residue that is left on the surface of the cement.  Use approximately 8 oz. of ammonia to every 5 gallons of water.  Use a floor machine with an attached scrub head to loosen the residue.  If a floor machine is not available a stiff broom used to scrub the concrete will work.  It is extremely important to shop-vac the water before it has time to re-dry on the surface.  If the water does dry after scrubbing, you must re-wet, scrub, and vaccum the loose water and residue.

· Allow the rinsed floors to completely dry, then apply your choice of finish coat.

· It is important to inspect and re-apply the finish coat as needed.  Many common cleaners will breakdown and remove the finish coat prematurely.  When there is a lack of finish coat the concrete will accept dirt and fluids into the pours and cover up the acid stain.

